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The day was ending up like any other.  On my way home en 
route from Coldwater to Kalamazoo, I hear the all-too-
familiar sound of the Nextel 2-way.  “Beep Beep” 

I glance down and see Steve 
Ridderman’s name.  I think to 
myself, what has he done 
now.  So I answer the call, 
only to find out he has bought 
yet another Corvair. . .and 
needs my trailer. . .and wants 
to use his Mountaineer to haul 
it. 

 Well luckily I happened to be 
driving the company Super 
Duty home from work that 
day, so I said I would help 
him and we could use my 
truck. 

 So we meet at my house, grab the trailer, and head into Kala-
mazoo, into a hidden apartment complex I had never seen be-
fore.  Well low and behold, there in one of the complex’s ga-
rages, is a 1966 Monza convertible that hasn’t been driven in 
a really really long time.  

I am immediately intrigued.  The baby blue exterior and al-
most perfect white interior make me wonder how this car sur-
vived.  “Rusty but trusty,” I think to myself. 

A glance into the engine compartment reveals some adapter 
plate’ed heads and a set of 2 barrel Pinto carburetors, with all 
the proper linkage.  A flat tire stops us from pushing the car 
out into the parking lot, so Steve hops behind the wheel and 
hits the key.  After lots of moaning and groaning from the en-
gine, and a wide open throttle position to remedy the flooded 

carbs, the car roars to life.  Well actually it smoked to life.  
And smoked and smoked some more.  Did I mention that it 
smoked?  There was also a little bit of oil seepage.  Actually it 

was more like an oil well exploding.  

Well we found the brake pedal to be 
one with the floorboard, but the 
parking brake seemed to work a lit-
tle.  Steve managed to actually drive 
the car up onto the trailer, which 
was a surprise for both of us.  After 
winching the car down, we towed it 
out to his new place of residence, 
we unloaded the car, and I hopped 
behind the wheel for a short drive-
way test drive.   

Steve not being one to just watch, 
hopped into the passenger seat and 
away we went.  Out to the main 
road, I held the gas to the floor to 

see what the old 110 PG could actually do.  

Ok the car shifted to second, and we actually saw speeds of 
65-70 mph pretty easily.  Don’t look back, there is a smoke 
cloud following us.  We decide that this car would be a lot 
more fun if we just turned it into a beater driver than try to fix 
everything wrong with it. 

 Almost forgot, no brakes, and the gas smells like its 30 years 
old.  Better turn around and head back.  All is well, we park 
the car under a pine tree near his new barn, in hopes that his 
wife Mary will not find the new treasure, because after all, 
how many Corvairs does one person really need? 
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You’re ahead with 
the engine behind. 
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