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The next meeting of the West Michigan Corvair Club will be on Tuesday, May 20 at 6:00 PM.  The meeting will be 
held at Bill and Betty Klage’s “Poor Man’s Car Collection” barn in Saugatuck.  Please RSVP to Bill at (269) 857-8390 
if you haven’t done so already.  For directions, see the map in this newsletter. …The Mad Anthony club is having 
their show on May 17 and 18.  A number of WMCC members are going to make the trek to Fort Wayne for the day 
on May 17.  If you are interested in being part of the Caravan to Fort Wayne, meet at the Shell gas station on the 
Michigan Ave. exit off of I-69 at 9:00 AM. … WMCC has a new e-mail address, wmcorvair@comcast.net. 
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May 17 – 18  Mad Anthony Corvair Club 1st Annual Corvair Classic, Fort Wayne 
May 20   WMCC General Meeting hosted by Bill Klage in Saugatuck 
May 31 – June 1 Ypsilanti Orphan Car Show 
June 3   WMCC Board Meeting 
June 17  WMCC General Meeting hosted by John Cole at Lear 
July 15 – 19  CORSA International Convention, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
July 23   WMCC General Meeting at Rosie’s Diner in Rockford 
August 2  7th Annual WMCC Car Display, Gilmore Car Museum 
August 22 – 24  DACC Corvair Homecoming, Quality Inn, Plymouth 
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 May 17   7th Annual Benefit Car Show & Auction for Burn Survivors, 9 AM – 3 PM,  

Fifth Third Park, Grand Rapids.  For more info call 616-455-4338 or 
drdesoto@chartermi.net. 

 June 7   Frosty Boy’s Annual Car Show, 5 PM – 9 PM, 5030 Gull Rd., Kalamazoo.  For  
more info call 269-345-5360. 

June 7 Rollin’ Oldies Classic Car Show and Blood Drive, 10 AM – 3 PM,  
Michigan Community Blood Centers, 1036 Fuller NE, Grand Rapids.  For more info 
call 233-8524 or 1-866-MIBLOOD. 

 June 13  Friday Night Classic Car Show, 6 PM – 9 PM, Grand Oldsmobile-Pontiac, 2901 28th  
St. SW, Grandville. 

 June 14  Vicksburg Old Car Festival, 9 AM - ?, Main St. Vicksburg.  For more info call  
269-649-1312 or VIXOCF@aol.com. 

 July 12   Kindleberger Festival Car Show, 9 AM – 3:30 PM, Kindleberger Park, Parchment.   
For more info call 269-349-5559 or 269-342-2879 or  
festivalcarshow@hotmail.com. 

 July 26   15th Annual Wayland Auto Show, 9 AM – 2 PM, Wayland City Park.  For more info  
call 616-792-2915. 

 July 26   Plainwell Car Show 
 August 2 – 3  Red Barn Spectacular XXIII, Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners. 
 August 10  Deano’s 3rd Annual Car Show, Noon – 6 PM, 1604 M-40, North Allegan. 
 August 16  Woodward Dream Cruise, Detroit 
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Last month’s meeting was held at Brann’s. There were 17 people in attendance and 3 Corvairs. There were three 
drawings held; Jack Ridderman won the 50/50 raffle, Dave Ziebarth won an assortment of car accessories, and 
Steve Ridderman won the Vairy 8 Hot Wheels car.  Steve Ridderman held a tech session on carburetors.  He had 
many examples of different types of Corvair carbs. 
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It was a beautiful day on Saturday, May 3; a perfect day for a car show.  Eleven Corvairs from WMCC met at Toys 
‘R Us for the journey to Lansing.  John Cole laid out a wonderful route for cruising.  We left Grand Rapids around 
11:30 and arrived in Lansing just after 1:00 without any mishaps.  The Detroit club was already there.  Also there 
were two more Corvairs from the West Michigan club.  There were three barns filled with classic cars; most of which 
were Oldsmobiles.  There was also a video of an autocross from one of the CORSA conventions playing on a TV in 
the office.  If you left the show hungry, it was your own fault as there was plenty of food.  In all there were 30 
Corvairs and approximately 80 people in attendance.  A big thanks goes out to our hosts Jim Neal and Norm Witte, 
who are WMCC members.  If you were not able to make it, you missed a wonderful time.  Hopefully this will become 
an annual event.  Below are a few pictures of the event.  Look for more pictures and a feature on the club’s web site 
soon. 
 

 
On the road to Lansing. (photo courtesy of John Koning) 

 

 
From one of the barns. (photo courtesy of John Cole) 

 
 

 



 
Corvairs on display. (photo courtesy of John Koning) 

 

  
Our hosts: Jim Neal (left) and Norm Witte. (photo courtesy of John Cole) 

 

 
A 1966 Olds 442 and a 1969 Olds Cutlass. 



�$ " , $ & � � �' �
� + � !�
If you are interested in receiving an electronic version of the newsletter, you may e-mail Dave Ziebarth at 
dziebarth2@comcast.net.  You will be e-mailed a link that will take you to an online version of the newsletter.  Once 
you sign up for the electronic newsletter, you will no longer receive the snail mail version.  For a sample of what the 
online newsletter looks like, go to http://www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter495/samplenews.pdf. You will need Adobe 
Acrobat Reader to view it.  You can download the reader from http://www.adobe.com. 
 
Look for the updated membership roster in this issue of Lifter Noise. 
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Income came from dues and the 50/50 raffle.  Disbursements were for the March newsletter. 
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From May 6, 2003 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Steve Ridderman at 8:10 
 
Treasury 
 
There are still four unpaid members, and there will be an updated membership list in the next Lifter Noise. 
 
Old Business 
 
People have not been RSVPing Bill Klage for the May meeting at his garage.  
July 26 is looking iffy for the proposed get-together at Kalamazoo Speedway - Steve is still working on it. 
The ad for our Corvair display at Gilmore is in the Communique. 
Ryan continues to work on the club promo flyer, and reminded us of the possibility of meeting at Martin Dragway on 
a Wednesday night in July. 
We discussed going down to the Mad Anthony event in Fort Wayne as a group for one day only and arranged a 
meeting place for the caravan. 
 
New Business 
 
Bob showed us some large WMCC logo magnetic flexible signs that he had made by a local print shop. We will 
gauge the interest of the membership in purchasing these signs, which could be used on the cars in parades or 
while traveling. 
In an effort to help get everyone to know each other a little better we will begin to print brief biographies of club 
members in the newsletter, starting with the president. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:03. 
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1962 Monza Convertible – This is the car featured on the 2002 Corvair Underground Catalog.   White with a black 
top.  Restored by Duane Wendtland of Oregon City, Oregon.  Car shipped in enclosed carrier to Portage, Michigan 
in September 2002.  This is a west coast car that never had any rust.   It has a three speed with a 102 HP engine.  
The restoration is to a completely stock condition right down to the shocks. If you are looking for a perfect car down 
to the last detail this is it.  $9850.00.   Mike Mehl, (269) 345-3811 or mlmehl@parker.com. 
Wanted - Ready to buy a 65 - 69 corsa cpe or conv. rust free and in excellent shape, can need cosmetics, will pay 
reasonable price. call Michael Hancock at 781-710-1733 
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Here is a map to the Poor Man’s Car Collection, where our May meeting is going to be held.  If you haven’t RSVP’ed 
to Bill Klage yet, please do so.  He can be reaced at (269) 857-4390. 
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President Steve Ridderman, 720 West Gun River Dr., Plainwell, MI 49080, (269) 685-6377, vaircollector@msn.com 
Vice-President Ryan Counterman, 5685 Douglas Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49004, (616) 262-8887, VairKing@aol.com 
Secretary Dan Konkle, 6574 Rogueview Ct. NE, Belmont, MI 49306, (616) 364-1009, Dankle@aol.com 
Treasurer Bob Janei, 2141 Shawnee Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506, (616) 243-3462, rdjanei@attbi.com 
Editor  Dave Ziebarth, 1411 Pickett St. SE, Kentwood, MI 49508, (616) 281-3183, dziebarth2@comcast.net 
 

Members of the Board 
John Cole, 104 Spruce Ave., Holland, MI 49423, (616) 395-0021, jjcole@triton.net 
Dan DeRuiter, 6708 College Ave., Kentwood, MI 49548, (616) 281-2832, deruida@yahoo.com 
Gary Gruetzmacher, 600 West Monroe (M-43), Bangor, MI  49013  (269) 427-7015  
Dave Teppo, 1063 Eastwood Ave. SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506, (616) 285-0311, dteppo@sbcglobal.net 
Dave Ziebarth, 1411 Pickett St. SE, Kentwood, MI 49508, (616) 281-3183, dziebarth2@comcast.net 
�
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The West Michigan Corvair Club is chapter #495 of the Corvair Society of America.  We typically meet on the third 
Tuesday of every month at Brann’s on 4157 South Division in Wyoming, Michigan.  Membership dues are $15.00 
per year.  Junior membership dues (age 17 & under) are $7.50 annually and family dues are $16.00 annually.  Our 
web site is http://www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter495/ and our e-mail address is wmcorvair@comcast.net. 
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Avery, Bill  03014 Glenwood Beach Road, Boyne City, MI  49712  
   (231) 582-9102  wjjeavery@acninc.net 
 
Blackmore, Bernard 171 Kent St., Kent City, MI  49330 
   (616) 678-7207  tgb@iserv.net 
 
Cole, John   104 Spruce Ave, Holland, MI   49423 
   (616) 395-0021  jjcole@triton.net 
 
Corcoran, Jack  3420 Coit Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI   49505 
   (616) 361-7411  
  
Counterman, Ryan 5685 Douglas Ave., Kalamazoo, MI  49004 
   (616) 262-8887  VairKing@aol.com 
 
DeRuiter, Dan  6708 College Ave., Kentwood, MI  49548 
   (616) 281-2832  deruida@yahoo.com 
 
Faber, Verne  8955 Blackman Rd., Rives Junction, MI  49277 
   (517) 569-2287 
   
Fonner, Bonnie  2819 Glenalmond, Portage, MI  49002 
   (616) 327-8515  
  
Godsil, Robert  209 E. Hill St., Plainwell, MI  49080 
   (269) 685-8254  
  
Godsil, Jordan  209 E. Hill St., Plainwell, MI  49080 
   (269) 685-8254  
  
Gruetzmacher, Gary 600 West Monroe, Bangor, MI   49013 
   (269) 427-7015  
  
Harig, Russ  P.O. Box 313, Alto, MI  49302 
   (616) 868-7345   
 
Janei, Robert  2141 Shawnee Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI   49506 
   (616) 243-3462  rdjanei@attbi.com 
 
Kamps, Matt  5320 32nd Ave., Hudsonville, MI  49426 
      corvairmatt65@hotmail.com 
 
Klage, Bill  3209 Silver Acres Dr., Saugatuck, MI  49453 
   (269) 857-4390   
 
Koning, John  1818 72nd St. SE, Byron Center, MI  49315 
   (616) 878-3947  koning8@attbi.com 
 
Konkle, Dan  6574 Rogueview Ct NE, Belmont, MI  49306 
   (616) 364-1009  Dankle@aol.com 
 
LaNew, Dave  10362 Bliss Road, Lake Odessa, MI  48849 
   (616) 374-8168   
 
Laubscher, Robert PO Box 306, Leland, MI  49654 
   (616) 256-7670  
  
Mehl, Michael  1225 Holiday Lane, Portage, MI  49024 
   (269) 348-3811  racemike@juno.com 
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mailto:VairKing@aol.com


 
Metcalf, Verne  505 17 Mile Rd, Kent City, MI  49330 
   (616) 678-7583  
  
Muir, Bob  9165 Monte Vista SE, Byron Center, MI  49315 
   (616) 281-4280   
 
Mulder, Bruce  7539 Coconut, Jenison, MI  49428 
   (616) 669-2516  Bmulder119@aol.com 
 
Murphy, Clifford  3572 Whispering Brook, Kentwood, MI  49508 
   (616) 245-5776   
 
Myers, Clayton  3355 108th Ave, Allegan, MI  49010 
   (616) 673-8287   
 
Neal, James  1069 Applegate Lane, East Lansing, MI  48823 
   (517) 332-7366   
 
Nelson, Chuck  2250 11 Mile Rd. NW, Sparta, MI  49345-9750 
   (616) 887-0833  
  
Parker, Joe  7610 Lime Hollow SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
   (616) 285-6133   
 
Ridderman, Jack  715 Sycamore Rd., Plainwell, MI  49080 
 
Ridderman, Steve  720 West Gun River Dr., Plainwell, MI  49080 
   (269) 685-6377  VAIRCOLLECTOR@msn.com 
 
Ridlington, Roger 1075 26th St Rte 7, Allegan, MI   49010 
   (616) 673-6039  
  
Shipman, John  2176 TerVan Ct. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
   (616) 949-3507  
  
Stanton, Clyde  8401 Bowens Mill Rd Rte 3, Middleville, MI  49333 
   (616) 795-9078  
  
Stroebe, Reggie  14740 Hickory, Spring Lake, MI  49456 
 
Teppo, Dave   1063 Eastwood Ave SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506 
   (616) 285-0311  dteppo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Van Sledright, Rob & Linda  176 Fescue Dr SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49548 
   (616) 249-2079  Rovan1@webtv.net 
 
Vander Pol, Keith  7214 9 Mile Rd., Rockford, MI  49341 
   (616) 874-9943  kdvpol@wmis.net 
 
Witte, Norman  119 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI  48933-2111 
      ncwitte@wittelaw.com 
 
Wright, William  449 E. River Rd, Muskegon, MI  49442 
   (231) 744-9123  
  
Ziebarth, Dave   1411 Pickett SE, Kentwood, MI  49508 
   (616) 281-3183  dziebarth2@comcast.net 
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